MINUTES

Eugene Didrict Bureau of Land Management
Resour ce Advisory Committee
Secure Rurd Schools and Community Salf Determination Act of 2000

June 10, 2004
Sudaw/Willamette Conference R
Bureau of Lane Management — Eug

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Category 1:  Judy Borgsahl (formerly Fitzgerdd), Ro:
Category 2:  Edward Alverson, James Baker, Jim Fai
Category 3:  Bud Hinman, Jamon Kent, John Lindsey, A N, and June Olson

ALTERNATES PRESENT:
Category 1: None
Category 2: None
Category 3: None

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Wayne Elliott (Dé
Eugene Didtrict BL

ederal Officid), Julia Dougan (Eugene Didrict Manager), members of the
aff, and members of the public.

Desgnated Federd Officid Wayne Elliott called the meeting of the Eugene Didrict Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) for the Secure Rural Schools and Commu-
nity Saf Determination Act of 2000 to order at 9:05 am. He noted that a quorum was present. He re-
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ported that the current Chair, Joandll Mogstad, had asked to be excused from this medting and that
member Jamon Kent stated he was required to leave the meseting early.

Mr. Elliott stated that theMay 20, 2004, RAC meeting had been held without aquorum present to receive
presentations regarding ‘Round 4” Title 11 Projects. He said no recommendeations about them had been

Ms. Morrison asked if the Invasive Species Control project included funding the development of pro-

jects. Mr. Elliott replied that the funds were designated for on-the-ground remova of noxious weeds and
invasve plants through BLM contracts.

Ms. Morrison asked why the project was proposed for increased funding in Round 4. Mr. Elliott replied
that eradication was planned for alarger number of acres and that some sites would be retreated.
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Ms. Morrison asked why the Shotgun Creek Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System project included
funding for National Environmenta Policy Act (NEPA) studies. She said she did not believe it was go-
propriate for such work to be paid by funds superintended by the RAC because it did not produce any
on-the-ground effects. BLM Staff Emily Rice replied that on-the-ground effects would only be possible
with completion of the NEPA study. She said payment of NEPA study costs specificaly authorized
in the Secure Rura Schools and Community Self Determination Act of ” She said no BLM funds
were available for work on the Trall System and that it would continu an unacceptable condition
without Round 4 funding.

In response to a question from Ms. Morrison, Mr. Lin ontrol Project
could not be undertaken without NEPA assessments. i i i carry out the
projectina“piecemed” fashion, eradicating the weed ent was
not required. Mr. Alverson added that it was questionable could be diminated where it was
e County areas only beginning to be

Ms. Morrison said S as concerned that the timing of the project would conflict with what was
sponsored by Lane County. Mr. Elliott replied that it would be possible for the RAC to postpone action
on the proposal until the following yeer.

Oregon Department of Forestry representative Tom Berglund said the purpose of the project was to
protect the forest from homefires, but also offered safety benefits to homeowners from wildfires. He said
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the effort was ongoing and had been initidly funded by a Nationd Fire Planning Grant. He said the
proposed project would alow its expansion to Lane County property within one-hdf mile of BLM land.

Ms. Morrison said she believed the project should not be pursued until the Title 11 project was completed.
She said she had the same opinion about the Coburg/Calapoolia Fire Hazard Reduction project.

Mr. Kent left the meeting a 9:40 am.

Mr. Mickey said he believed RAC funds should be re-directed for 4
greatest and that federd funding for the clearing of nuisance bri
the proposed project was not intended to provide land
from resdencefires.

ere fire danger wasthe
Mr. Berglund said
ion of the forest

; ent to request those in each Membership Category to de-
termineNf th oposas they could agree should be “strongly supported” or “srongly
opposed.”

gory groups for twenty minutes and reported on their deliberations, asfollows:

Member ship Category One: Strongly Supported Projects
Universty of Oregon Garbage Monitoring
Shotgun Off-Highway Vehide Tral System
Knotweed Control
Northwest Y outh Corps Y outh Employment
Coburg Hills Habitat Enhancement
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Strongly Opposed Projects
Taylor Boat Landing Recregtion Site

Sudaw Recreation Facilities Development
Row-Moshy Fire Hazard Reduction

Membership Category Two:

a 2 1CETE
Off-Highway Vehide Tral Sysem (Not
Unanimous Opposition)

Membership Supported Projects

Strongly Opposed Projects

Row-Moshy Fire Hazard Reduction
Coburg/Caapoolia Fire Hazard Reduction

Knotweed Control

Coburg Hills Habitat Enhancement (Not Unanimous

Oppoasition)

Mr. Mickey suggest consderation of any Strongly Opposed Project be diminated because rec-
ommendations for funding required that at least three members of each Membership Category be sup-
portive.

Mr. Mickey noted that diminating al Strongly Opposed Projects resulted in requests for al those re-
maining total $1,345,958, less than the totd funds available for Round 4 projects.
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Mr. Mickey recommended that funding for the Lane County Forest Work Camp project be reduced by
$17,000. Hesaid the reduction would return funding toits Round 3 leve for reimbursement of BLM costs
for generating and monitoring crew work undertakings.

Members engaged in extended discussion of the need for decreasing funding of BLM work related to the
Lane County Forest Work Camp project. The discussion appeared to | pport for diminaing
$5,000 of funding from the Forest Work Camp project and $5,000 of f from the Juvenile Forest

Eugene BLM Didrict Manager Julia Dougan sated that diminati 0j ects, as proposed
would result in making consideration of any crew work un Camp and 3+
venile Forest Work Team projects that would require r. Alverson

suggested that such undertakings of a pressing nature i j unding in the
next Round.

Mr. Lindsey said the proposa would have gaching impli because of the ambient nature of
NEPA requirements.

onile Forest Work Team projects be each reduced $5,000,
ents. The proposal carried forward as a majority of
posed to the recommendation to reduce funding by $5,000

Mr. Mickey said Membership Category One had strongly supported the project because there was
extensvelocd and user concern about the trail system. He said he favored the project because the BLM
would be unable to address the concern without resources provided by the Secure Rural Schools and
Community Sef Determination Act.
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No decision was made about a recommendation regarding the Shotgun Creek Off-Highway
Vehicle Trail System project and it continued to be considered for funding.

Ms. Morrison asked how funds requested for the Knotweed Control project would be used. Northwest
Invasive Weed Management Partnership Coordinator Patrick Smith replied that goproximeately 25 per-
cent of the funds would be used for an outreach program to gain legal permi 0 perform eradication
on private lands. He said the balance of the funds would be used for s to carry out trestment
procedures.

Ms. Morrison said she was concerned that adminigtrative ed a each levd of
management of the project. She said she was unwilling to p) and Community
Sdf Determination Act funds to support watershed coungi

Mr. Elliott pointed out that a project involving the use O urces (funding) on private lands
required NEPA assessments if the Federal agency has deci hority over the project and specific
information about the project isavailable, ' , how thefedera funding isbeing
used, etc.

A poll of the représentatives of Membership Category 3 was conducted, showing that Mr.
Hinman and Ms. Olson were supportive of recommending funding for the Knotweed Control
project, and Mr. Lindsey and Ms. Morrison were opposed. The project was eliminated from
consideration for a funding recommendation.

Ms. Borgstahl stated that Membership Category One had opposed recommending funding for the Taylor
Boat L anding Recrestion Site and Siudaw Recrestion Facilities Development projects because the public
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might be required to pay user feesin the future for improvements funded by the Secure Rural Schools and
Community Sdf Determination Act.

Mr. Baker said he believed current users of the Taylor Landing Recreation Site did not want its condition
improved.

Mr. Richardson said he believed funding the projects would result in in
judtified their support. He suggested they be re- submitted for consid

use of the areas, which
the future.

tion Site and Siuslaw Recreation Facilities Devel i sideration for
funding recommendations.

related to it would need to be conducted b 7 ifi ate, or private agency, society, or
indtitution.

Mr. Mickey said he supported recommending et because it included active man-
agement of timber.

Mr. Fairchild said he
purpose was provided.
development.
Mr. Hinman g

because no biologica research supporting its
BLM Wildlife Biologist had been involved in its

Mr. Baker asked if proceeds from timber salesin the project would be returned for alocation through the
RAC. Ms. Dougan replied that such funds were returned to the federa treasury.

Ms. Lind said she believed the project had postive potentid but that additiond information was needed.
She suggested that members of the RAC vigt the ste on an informd study fidd trip. She asked if any
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other funding was available for the project. Ms. Rice replied that the BLM currently received some
funding related to monitoring of bad eagle habitat. She pointed out that the project had been proposed
because the RAC had requested proposals that included timber harvesting.

In light of the opposition of Membership Category One, it appeared that consideration of
recommending funding for the Coburg Hills Habitat Enhancement pr@ject was eliminated.

Mr. Steve Mitd (Universty of Oregon, Environmental Studies Learn gram) said members of the

RAC had requested additiond information about the University of @ge Monitoring project.
Heexplained that it was aone-year effort to expand anexising of university sudents
and gaff to map and expand a database of illegd trash Stes aning of Forest
Work Camp crews in the use of Globa Postioning Sate of an Internet

Ms. Morrison said she was concerned tha e ongoing codts for maintaining the
internet Webdite.

en-projected spreadsheet showed that consideration was being given to
cts in Round 4, asfollows:

Amount
Abandoned Car Removal $20,000
Juvenile Forest Work Team $98,255
Lane County Forest Work Camp $232,127
Invasive Species Control $130,000
BLM Indirect $140,200
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Shotgun Off-Highway Vehicle Trall System $77,000

Aquatic Habitat Restoration Plans:
In-Stream Restoration (Wildcat, Sal., Leopold) $67,500
Barrier Culvert Remova (Shaw, Buck, Haight) $14,150
McKenzie Culverts — Fish Passage Improvement $135,500
Lake Creek Road Improvement:
Phase | — Fish Passage and Road Redignment
Survey and Design $79,000
Phase Il — Fish passage and Road Redig
Congtruction $118,500
Phase I1l — Paving

Survey and Design
Northwest Y outh Corps Employment
and Eugene Recrestion Mainten

,000

$68,126

University of Oregon Garbage Monitoring $14,060
Knotweed Control Proj 0
Sudaw Recreation Fecliti 0
Taylor Landing Ste Devel 0
Row-Maoshby Fuels Reduction 0
Coburg/Calapoeia 0
0
0
$1,267,418
$1,567,067
- $1,276,418
$ 290,649
A vote wa to support recommending to the BLM Eugene District Manager
that Round 4 e Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of 2000
funding be prov eprojectsidentifiedabove. The vote was unanimously positive by all

three committee groups.

4. Approval of Minutes

Mr. Baker moved, seconded by Mr. Richardson, to accept the minutes of the May 20, 2004,
meeting. The motion was adopted unanimously, 12:0.

MINUTES — Eugene District RAC June 10, 2004 Page 10



5. Public Forum

No members of the public were present to address the committee.

6. Closng Comments

Ms. Dougan dtated that she was concerned that the RAC had not
developed in responsetoitsrequest for proposasthat included ti
recreation components. Shesaid preparing the proposals had i
could not be continued, if the projects were not to be rr

ded funding of projects
habitat restoration, and

Mr. Fairchild said he believed RAC members had not proposas
because of a disagreement over whether Secure Rurd
resources should be used to fund NEPA assessments. Hesal also appeared to be discomfort over

how adminigtrative costs were managed ang desired inform:

had been funded with other BLM resources. Ms. Dougan replied that budget cutbacks would not permit
such dternate funding in the future.

Ms. Lind said she believed the RAC was made up of diverse interests and required diverse project
proposals.
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Mr. Woodard said he did not fedd RAC members needed superfluoudy detailed information about pro-
jects such as road congtruction or culvert replacement.

Ms. Borgstahl said she believed it was most important for the RAC to receive evidence of the benefit
received for funding provided for aproject. She said high adminigtrative ex wasa“red flag” to her.

Ms. Morrison said she believed funding the cost of NEPA assessmentsw.
and should not be paid by Secure Rurd Schools and Community Sdlf
Dougan said payment of such expenses was dlowed by the legidati
to ask to have its costs for a project reimbursed. She said i
designated for other purposes to be used for Secure Rurd
Act proposals.

responsbility of the BLM
ination Act resources. Ms.
BLM would continue
riate for resources

6. Next Meeting

Mr. Elliott determined that members pref
He said he would seck the most convenient

the next ing be scheduled in June 2005.

The meeting adjourned a 12:25 p.m.

(Recorded by Dan Lindstrom

Y
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